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Hello,


I've been trying to create a script that will take defined pages of a PDF and display them to a webpage using PHP.


I've looked through the PHP Manual and only came up with ways to create a PDF, but no read options.


--Detailed Scenario--

My school wanted me to make a smartphone application for them using a free service called PhoneGap (allows you to write a smartphone application using HTML, CSS, and JS), they also wanted it so after I graduate they will have no issue in using it (automation). The application must have course descriptions as well as other stuff, the course descriptions are stored in PDF on their website. What I came up with for a solution (and I don't know if it is possible) is to "read" the PDF into a temporary file, and display those contents.


I would like to use a temporary file because the school won't update the PDF more than once a month (if that) and I don't want to kill the user's data plan.


To be exact of what the PDF contains:

- Flow charts

- Formatted text (bold, underline, etc)

- Tables

- Background Gradient (Which needs to be obliterated)


(I know this is a help forum so I am not asking for full code, I just want to get help in terms of what I need to look at so I can get this done)


Any and all help is appreciated.
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There isn't an easy and obvious solution for this. You can generate a PDF with PHP but pulling it apart is a different matter. The easiest solution would be to generate a file at the source that has exactly what you want and then all you have to do is …
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There isn't an easy and obvious solution for this. You can generate a PDF with PHP but pulling it apart is a different matter. The easiest solution would be to generate a file at the source that has exactly what you want and then all you have to do is to display it. This could be a second version of the existing file. Trying to take an existing PDF file and then rework the content to give you what you need is certainly the hard way and may not be do-able.


A second best alternative, if you can find something to do it, would be a PDF reader which will take a parm for the pages that you want to display. I'm not aware of one, but you might find something if you do a search.


The least likely to succeed would be trying to read the content and manipulate it. The programs that can do this with some success are desktop applications. They often aren't 100% with graphics. I am not aware of any that have an API that lets you get detailed access to the content.
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That's what I was afraid of...




Thank you for your help!
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Reach out to all the awesome people in our web development community by starting your own topic.
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Start New Topic




Topics Feed





















Reply to this Topic












This question has already been solved!
The person who asked this question has marked it as solved.
Solved questions live forever in our knowledge base where they go on to help others facing the same issues for years to come.
Are you sure you have something valuable to add that has not already been mentioned?
Consider starting a new topic instead.
Otherwise, please be thoughtful, detailed, courteous, and adhere to our posting rules.
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